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DETAILED ACTION 



1 . This action is in response to the communication filed on August 6, 2007. 

Response to Amendment 

2. Claims 1-33 and 42-45 have been cancelled. 

3. Claims 46-53 have been added. 

4. Claims 34-41 and 46-53 are now pending in this office action. 

Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 34-41 and 46-53 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Objections 

6. Claim 51 is objected to because of the following informalities: 

7. In claim 51 line 1 , the phrase "computer product" should be "computer program 
product". Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

8. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
' conditions and requirements of this title. 

9. Claims 46-49 and 50-53 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed 
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inventions are directed to non-statutory subject matter. The language of the claim raises 
a question whether the claim is directed merely to an abstract idea that is not tied to a 
environment or machine which would result in a practical operation producing a 
concrete, useful, and tangible result to form the basis of statutory subject matter under 
35 U.S.C. 101. 

Claim 46 discloses a computer program product comprising instructions recorded 
on a computer readable media. Claims 50 discloses a computer program product 
comprising instructions recorded on a computer readable media 

The claims lack the necessary physical articles or objects to constitute a machine 
or a manufacture within the meaning of 35 U.S.C. 1 01 . They are clearly not a series of 
steps of acts to be a process not are they a combination of chemical compounds to be a 
composition of matter. As such, they fail to fall within a statutory category. They are, at 
best, functional description material perse. 

When nonfunctional descriptive material is recorded on some computer-readable 
medium, in a computer or on an electromagnetic carrier signal, it is not statutory since 
no requisite functionality is present to satisfy the practical application requirement. 
Merely claiming nonfunctional descriptive material, i.e., abstract ideas, stored on a 
computer-readable medium, in a computer, or on an electromagnetic carrier signal, 
does not make it statutory. See Diehr, 450 U.S. at 185-86, 209 USPQ at 8 (noting that 
the claims for an algorithm in Benson were unpatentable as abstract ideas because 
"[t]he sole practical application of the algorithm was in connection with the programming 
«df a general purpose computer."). Such a result would exalt form over substance. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

10. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

1 1 . Claims 34-41 and 46-53 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over Horn (US Publication 2002/0198962) in view of Bailey (US Patent 
6,785,671). 

12. With respect to claim 34, Horn discloses a method for displaying a web browsing 
history, said method comprising the steps of: 

displaying a list of names of web sites visited by a user, said list of web site 
names being displayed in an order based on a time since last visit by said used to the 
respective web site (Horn: Paragraph 112, lines 1-14; Paragraph 115, lines 1-9; Figure 
11; Figure 12); 

However, Horn does not explicitly disclose: 

displaying next to each of the web site names a respective graphic whose 
intensity corresponds to the time since last visit by said user to said each named web 
site. 

The Bailey reference, however, discloses displaying a graphic rating (zero to five 
stars) of displayed result items, the number of stars corresponds to the level of 
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significance of a result to a search query (Bailey: Column 2, lines 30-43; Column 10, 
lines 42-46; Figure 4). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art, at 
the time the invention was made, to modify the teachings of Horn with the teachings of 
Bailey to display next to each web site name a respective graphic whose intensity 
correspond to the time since last visit by a user for displaying results according to levels 
of significance to a user's search query (Bailey: Column 2, lines 29-32). 

1 3. With respect to claim 35, Horn in view of Bailey discloses a method as set forth in 
claim 34 wherein the intensities of said graphics increase as the times since last visit by 
said user to the corresponding web sites decrease such that a graphic for a name of a 
web site which was more recently visited by said user is more intense than a graphic for 
a name of another web site which was less recently visited by said user (Horn: 
Paragraph 112, lines 1-14; Paragraph 115, lines 1-9; Figures 11-12; Bailey: Column 2, 
lines 30-43; Column 10, lines 42-46; Figure 4; Here the number of stars in the graphic 
correspond to the significance of a result, the graphic can have higher number of stars 
for recently visited sites and lower number of stars for less recently visited sites). 

14. Claims 36-41 and 46-53 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Horn (US Publication 2002/0198962) in view of Bailey (US Patent 
6,785,671) as applied to claims 34-35 above, and further in view of Sommerer (US 
Publication 2004/0003351). 
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1 5. With respect to claim 36, Horn in view of Bailey discloses a method as set forth in 
claim 34, however Horn of Bailey does not explicitly disclose wherein said graphics 
have a color other than a shade of gray. 

The Sommerer reference, however, discloses claimed graphics having a color 
other than a shade of gray (Sommerer: Paragraph 57, lines 20-27; Here the matches to 
a search query are highlighted in varied intensity of colors reflecting the quality of the 
match). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art, at 
the time the invention was made, to modify the teachings of Horn and Bailey with the 
teachings of Sommerer to have a color other than a shade of gray for the graphics to 
provide a browser session navigation tool that allows a user to browse a complete 
record of user navigation (Sommerer: Paragraph 8, lines 2-4). 

16. With respect to claim 37, Horn in view of Bailey and in further view of Sommerer 
discloses a method as set forth in claim 34 wherein said graphics adjoin each other to 
form a generally rectangular region perpendicular to said web site names (Horn: 
Paragraph 112, lines 1-14; Paragraph 115, lines 1-9; Figures 11-12; Bailey: Column 2, 
lines 30-43; Column 10, lines 42-46; Figure 4; Here the graphics for multiple results can 
adjoin each other to form a generally rectangular region perpendicular to the web site 
names). 



17. With respect to claim 38, Horn in view of Bailey and in further view of Sommerer 
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discloses a method for displaying a web browsing history, said method comprising the 
steps of: 

displaying a list of names of web sites visited by a user, said list of web site 
names being displayed in an order based on frequency of visits by said user (Horn: 
Paragraph 112, lines 1-14; Paragraph 115, lines 1-9; Figure 11; Figure 12); and 

displaying next to each of the web site names a respective graphic whose 
intensity corresponds to a frequency of visits by said user to the respective named web 
site (Horn: Paragraph 112, lines 1-14; Paragraph 115, lines 1-9; Figures 11-12; Bailey: 
Column 2, lines 30-43; Column 10, lines 42-46; Figure 4; Sommerer: Paragraph 57, 
lines 20-27). 

1 8. With respect to claim 39, Horn in view of Bailey and in further view of Sommerer 
discloses a method as set forth in claim 38 wherein the intensities of said graphics 
increase as the frequency of visits by said user to the corresponding web site increases 
such that a graphic for a name of a web site which was more frequently visited by said 
user is more intense than a graphic for a name of another web site which was less 
frequently visited by said user (Horn: Paragraph 112, lines 1-14; Paragraph 115, lines 1- 
9; Figures 11-12; Bailey: Column 2, lines 30-43; Column 10, lines 42-46; Figure 4; 
Sommerer: Paragraph 57, lines 20-27; Here the number of stars in the graphic 
correspond to the significance of a result, the graphic can have higher number of stars 
for recently visited sites and lower number of stars for less recently visited sites). 
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1 9. With respect to claim 40, Horn in view of Bailey and in further view of Sommerer 
discloses a method as set forth in claim 38 wherein said graphic has a color other than 
a shade of gray (Sommerer: Paragraph 57, lines 20-27; Here the matches to a search 
query are highlighted in varied intensity of colors reflecting the quality of the match). 

20. With respect to claim 41 , Horn in view of Bailey and in further view of Sommerer 
discloses a method as set forth in claim 38 wherein said graphics adjoin each other to 
form a generally rectangular region perpendicular to said web site names (Horn: 
Paragraph 112, lines 1-14; Paragraph 115, lines 1-9; Figures 11-12; Bailey: Column 2, 
lines 30-43; Column 10, lines 42-46; Figure 4; Here the graphics for multiple results can 
adjoin each other to form a generally rectangular region perpendicular to the web site 
names). 

21 . With respect to claim 46, Horn in view of Bailey and in further view of Sommerer 
discloses a computer program product for displaying a web browsing history, said 
computer program product comprising: 

a computer readable media (Horn: Figure 22); 

first program instructions to display a list of names of web sites visited by a user, 
said list of web site names being displayed in an order based on a time since last visit 
by said user to the respective web site (Horn: Paragraph 112, lines 1-14; Paragraph 
115, lines 1-9; Figure 11; Figure 12); and 

second program instructions to initiate display, next to each of the web site 
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names, of a respective graphic whose intensity corresponds to the time since last visit 
by said user to said each named web site (Horn: Paragraph 112, lines 1-14; Paragraph 
115, lines 1-9; Figures 11-12; Bailey: Column 2, lines 30-43; Column 10, lines 42-46; 
Figure 4; Sommerer: Paragraph 57, lines 20-27); and wherein 

said first and second program instructions are recorded on said media (Horn: 
Figure 22). 

22. With respect to claim 47, Horn in view of Bailey and in further view of Sommerer 
discloses a computer program product as set forth in claim 46 wherein the intensities of 
said graphics increase as the times since last visit by said user to the corresponding 
web sited decrease such that a graphic for a name of a web site which was more 
recently visited by said user is more intense than a graphic for a name of another web 
site which was less recently visited by said user (Horn: Paragraph 112, lines 1-14; 
Paragraph 115, lines 1-9; Figures 11-12; Bailey: Column 2, lines 30-43; Column 10, 
lines 42-46; Figure 4; Sommerer: Paragraph 57, lines 20-27; Here the number of stars 
in the graphic correspond to the significance of a result, the graphic can have higher 
number of stars for recently visited sites and lower number of stars for less recently 
visited sites). 

23. With respect to claim 48, Horn in view of Bailey and in further view of Sommerer 
discloses a computer program product as set forth in claim 46 wherein said graphics 
have a color other than a shade of gray (Sommerer: Paragraph 57, lines 20-27; Here 
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the matches to a search query are highlighted in varied intensity of colors reflecting the 
quality of the match). 

24. With respect to claim 49, Horn in view of Bailey and in further view of Sommerer 
discloses a computer program product as set forth in claim 46 Wherein said graphics 
adjoin each other to form a generally rectangular region perpendicular to said web site 
names (Horn: Paragraph 112, lines 1-14; Paragraph 115, lines 1-9; Figures 11-12; 
Bailey: Column 2, lines 30-43; Column 10, lines 42-46; Figure 4; Here the graphics for 
multiple results can adjoin each other to form a generally rectangular region 
perpendicular to the web site names). 

25. With respect to claim 50, Horn in view of Bailey and in further view of Sommerer 
discloses a computer program product for displaying a web browsing history, said 
computer program product comprising: 

a computer readable media (Horn: Figure 22); 

first program instructions to display a list of names of web sites visited by a user, 
said list of web site names being displayed in an order based on frequency of visits by 
said user (Horn: Paragraph 112, lines 1-14; Paragraph 115, lines 1-9; Figure 11; Figure 
12); and 

second program instructions to initiate display, next to each of the web site 
names, of a respective graphic whose intensity corresponds to a frequency of visits by 
said user to the respective named web site (Horn: Paragraph 112, lines 1-14; 
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Paragraph 115, lines 1-9; Figures 11-12; Bailey: Column 2, lines 30-43; Column 10, 
lines 42-46; Figure 4; Sommerer: Paragraph 57, lines 20-27); and wherein 

said first and second program instructions are recorded on said media (Horn: 
Figure 22). 

26. With respect to claim 51 , Horn in view of Bailey and in further view of Sommerer 
discloses a computer program product as set forth in claim 50 wherein the intensities of 
said graphics as the frequency of visits by said user to the corresponding web site 
increases such that a graphic for a name of a web site which was more frequently 
visited by said user is more intense than a graphic for a name of another web site which 
was less frequently visited by said user (Horn: Paragraph 112, lines 1-14; Paragraph 
115, lines 1-9; Figures 11-12; Bailey: Column 2, lines 30-43; Column 10, lines 42-46; 
Figure 4; Sommerer: Paragraph 57, lines 20-27; Here the number of stars in the graphic 
correspond to the significance of a result, the graphic can have higher number of stars 
for recently visited sites and lower number of stars for less recently visited sites). 

27. With respect to claim 52, Horn in view of Bailey and in further view of Sommerer 
discloses a computer program product as set forth in claim 51 wherein said graphic has 
a color other than gray (Sommerer: Paragraph 57, lines 20-27; Here the matches to a 
search query are highlighted in varied intensity of colors reflecting the quality). 

28. With respect to claim 53, Horn in view of Bailey and in further view of Sommerer 
discloses a computer program product as set forth in claim 51 wherein said graphics 
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adjoin each other to form a generally rectangular region perpendicular to said web site 
names (Horn: Paragraph 112, lines 1-14; Paragraph 115, lines 1-9; Figures 1 1-12; 
Bailey: Column 2, lines 30-43; Column 10, lines 42-46; Figure 4; Here the graphics for 
multiple results can adjoin each other to form a generally rectangular region 
perpendicular to the web site names). 

Conclusion 

29. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The Abaijan reference (US Patent 6,785,688) teaches about 
extracting metadata and grouping search results according to the attributes of the 
metadata. The Freeman reference (US Patent 6,638,313) teaches about a document 
stream operating system. The Sommerer reference (US Publication 2004/0001 104) 
teaches about a resource browser session search. The Fries reference (US Publication 
2002/0147724) teaches about a system for enhancing a query interface). The Adar 
reference (US Patent 6,493,702) teaches about searching and recommending 
documents in a collection using share bookmarks. The Martino reference (US 
Publication 2003/0160759) teaches about a method and system for displaying search 
results. The Englefield reference (US Patent 5,896,491) teaches about a system and 
method for executing functions associated with function icons. The Li reference (US 
Patent 6,631 ,496) teaches about a system for organizing and managing web systems. 
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